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Lena Kronenbirger welcomed and instructed everyone.

Dr Wolfgang Ressmann emphasized that Doris Barnett is supporting the project which
is very important because she is responsible for the budget at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Dr Ressmann also pointed out that the project has three target groups which
are working journalists, students and university professors.

Key message 1: The discussion of frozen conflicts is important in the peace-making
process.

The organisers from each participating country introduced themselves and explained
how they joined the project and why the project is important for them.

The status of the project

Volodymyr Danyliuk: The project has lasted for 5 years. And it is very important that
Moldova friends joined us thanks to Mamuka Andguladze. The previous projects
helped us to prepare the journalists who are working successfully now. Moreover, the
participation of the universities helps to make the project more qualified, even
scientific. The previous projects were realised on the high level. It is essential that the
participants from different countries took part in the project. We worked in Armenia.
And the participation of Moldova, | hope, will help us to understand why the conflict
has been lasting for 30 years there.

Key message 2: The participation of Moldova will help to understand the 30 years
conflict.

Mkrtich Tonoyan: It started with Youth4media project. We wanted to build the cross-
border connections between institutions. The concept was one-week workshop
format, very intense: doing the media research, developing journalistic skills, working
with camera and make a product and then present the product on the last day. | was
surprised how the participants managed to do that. Now the project has a more
conceptual approach to the topics which we are working with. The comparison helps
a lot as well as the debates because that is how the truth is generated.



Key message 3: The truth is generated in the debate.

Lina Kushch: Ukrainian journalists were working very actively with the topic and there
was a time when the website visits grew 20 times up due to the public interest. Covid-
19 is still the top subject in Ukrainian media. And the trust has increased too because
the situation reminded that the quality media are vital. Most of the media lost the
advertisers, the income. 10% of media were suspended and there will be more. Now
we need to choose between the strong regulation from the government or introduce
the self-regulation.

Key message 4: We need self-regulation of media.

Kateryna Sokolova: The quarantine influences not only media, it influences the
society. We have a lot of information noise. We need to filter it because the
psychological state of people influences their physical state. People are not protected.
Another thing is that during the pandemic the information about the virus blocks the
information about the war. Due to the pandemic, the social problems develop and
there is no sensible and proper reaction from the government. Domestic violence
increased all over the world. The communities are not protected. LGBT is attacked by
Christian radicalism. The quarantine makes people believe that their human rights are
violates. The most important question during this pandemic is what will happen to
the democracy. The media need to be trained on how to work with the victims
because at the moment they cannot do that properly. We need to join the forces and
combine the experiences of all participating countries to not make the situation even
worse.

Key message 5: We need to debate on what will happen to the democracy and human
rights.

Andrei Bastunets: We do not trust any numbers given to us by the government
because we have the previous experience during the elections. To develop the
journalistic activity, we will need to share the experience. We should use not only
debates but also share the experiences of the journalistic unions of our countries.

Key message 6: We need to combine the experiences of the journalistic unions.

Mamuka Andguladze: Corona crisis depends which country you are currently in. As
the new media work actively with the topic, we need to debate on how to regulate it.
The government is not engaging into the debate with the general public. The
government uses doctors as spokespeople, as a trick. They are avoiding critical
guestions. The government manipulates the statistics. The fake news are still the
problem during the pandemic.

Key message 7: The government is not engaging into the debate with the general
public.



Michael Klehm: Conspiracy theories are widely spread. The most important thing is
quality media. Otherwise, we will not be able to fight the fake news. German
mainstream media did a great job. The problem is not in the classical media they are
in social networks. Freelancers lost 70% of the income. The government greatly
supported but it was not enough. Media suffer the loses from the advertisers.

Key message 8: The problem is not in the classical media they are in social networks.

Daria Jaranowska: LGBT is not protected in Poland. There is an illusion in Poland that
if it is not said on public television, it does not exit. Extreme Catholics are ruining
Poland. And they can win the elections. Poland is a part of the EU. And it is surprising
that the candidate can openly say that LGBT are not people. Before | would say that
there is no difference between Polish and German passport. But now | am afraid that
sooner or later Poland will not be a part of the EU anymore if the politicians continue
acting like that.

Key message 9: If it is not said on public television, it doesn’t exist.

The summary was written by Kateryna Sokolova.
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